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F:B.1. Believes a Hzgh Soviet Intellzgence Official Is stztmg U.S.

By JOHN W. FINNEY
‘Special to The New York Times

‘WASHINGTON, April 18 —
The Federal Bureau' of Inves-
tigation believes that for the
last three weeks a high rank-

. ing Soviet intelligence official
has been visiting the - United
States under an asspmed name

* on his passport.

The F.BIL has been trailing
the man since he arrived March
27 in New York with an aide;

alsq. identified as an intelli:
gence officer,

On the basis of its own in-

Undér an Alias and Is Trailing H1m

United States officials as a
lower ranking -official in the
Soviet intelligence agency.
The State Department, which:
|granted a temporary viga to
an official identified as Kuznet-
sov, was not convinced that it
had been duped. A spokesman
saxd the department was check-
ing on whether a Soviet official|as
had, entered: the United States
under an alias and, at this
point, could -neither confirm
nor deny.that he was really
Mr. MozshechikoV. © -
Temporary Visa Granted
The F.B.I. declined all com-

vestigation, the F.B.IL-is con-|ment on, the- identity- of.-the

vinceb that Vasily V. Kuznet-
sov, the name under which the
man under observation is trav-
is acLuale Vasily V

eling,

two Soviet officials. But high
State Department circles -in-
dicated there was no-doubt that
the bureau pnvately was ‘leak-

ficial in the Sov:et Umons
Committee on State Security,
known by its Russian initials
as K.G.B. His job in the agency
was described by some United
States sources as director of
the Division of Overseas Opera-
-tions, by others as Deputy Di-

rector of the American Division.
His companion, who is trav.

eling under the name Nikolai
F. Vinogradov, believed to be|

-ling” i that a promi-
nent Soviet official

that the i

the\i its identified Moz-

to the State Department was
not so definite.

The F.B.I notified the State
Department shortly after the
two “Russians had arrived in
New York on a flight from
Montreal. The report to the
State Department, it was said,
did not definitely identify one

‘Mozshechkov. Rather, it was
sajd to have reported unsubtan-
tiated information from an in-
lformant that Kuznetsov was
Mozshechkov.

The F.BIL information was|
believed to have been obtained
from a Russian defector. Fol-
lowing its usual practice, the
bureau is believed to have circu-
late@ among ifs informants pic-
tures of the two Russians; who
had' applied for' visas. One of|

shechkov.
At the request of the Soviet]
Foreign Ministry, the State De-
granted

ment’s spokesman, Robert J.
McCloskey, said the department
had no reason to doubt that
officials by the names oi Kuz-
netsov and Vinogradov Yere the

visas to two ' Soviet officials|
with the names Kuznetsov and
Vinogradov. Both TSONS, ac-
cording to State Department,
sources, . were known to the
‘United -States Embassy in Mos-
cow as “Soviet diplomats.”

The information supplied by
the Foreign Ministry was that
the two officials were to be
assigned temporarily to the,
Soviet Embassy in Washington.
‘The two nations have a recipro-
cal practice of granting tempo-
rary diplomatic visas, and visas
for a 35-day stay in the United
States were read.ly granted.

“Yesterday, the State Depart-

ones who had actually arriyed
in the United States. Today he
'was less definite, s aying that
the department was checking-op’
their identity.

Two days after their arrival
in New York, the two Rl;vssmns
drove by car to’ Washington,
and were reported to belunder
constant surveillance. The two
spent most of their time i
Soviet Embassy, but also Gid
some sightseeing, visiting the|
cherry blossom festival,

‘With State Department per-
mission, they returned to New
York on April 11, stayifig at the

Soviet mission to the United

Nations. Riding in a chauffeured
limousine, they were reported
to have gone to Ohrbach's to

shop. .

The purpose of their trip
remains unclear to United
States officials. The general
surmis¢ -is-‘that™the--Russians
sxamine security arrangements
are on_an inspection trip to
mission.” One possibility: is that
they are n, e se-

Soviet agency would send such
prominent officials to engage
in espionage work, such as
making arrangements for new
spy networks.

Their visas expire on April
30, The State Department could
cit short the visas i f it de-
ltertined that the visa applica-
tion§ had been fraudulent, Mr.
McC| oskey. the State Deparb

curity aspects

menf said today 1n
response to that

initely establishing that Kuz-
netsov-was realy Mozshechkov.
The only proof would probably
be fingerprints, and Soviet Of-
ficials refuse to give them to
American authorities.

But more important from the
State Department’s view, such
punitive action could upset the
practie under which temporary
visas are used by both nations
to send. secunty or intelligence

imes ‘under pseu-

new site for the’ Soviet Embassy
here..

usefof an alias and the delib-
epdte withholding of one’s true

dony—ms, mto the other coun-
try.

While pﬂmaru
for internal security, in Jnuch
the same.m.anner-asthe” F.BI,
the Soviet agency also assumes
some hal

n-

was y
a fraud” under a section of the
Immigration and Naturaliza-
twln Law.

dled in the United States by

the Central Intelligence’ Agen-

cy. There was doubt -inAmer -
ican circles, however, that the

however, that
the State Department would be
reluctant to take such punitive
action. In the first place, there

The t of Soviet in-
telligence officers to the United
States is not unusual. Many’ of
the officials assigned to the
Soviet Embassy and to the mis=
sion as wel as some Soviet jour:
nalists are known .to United
States intelligence agencies tobe

would be the difficulty of def-i

working for Spviet intelligence.

had been permitted to enter
the United States under a false
name.

Articles about the Russians’
visit first appeared in The Daily
News of New York and in U.S.
News and World Report.

From information thought to
-lbe coming from F.B.I, sources
it appeared that the bureau
had no doubt about-the identity

‘his real name, was identified by|of “Kuznetsov.” But it appeared
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